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To sustain a business, especially in the fashion
industry is not easy. There’s competition, great
quality brands and fast fashion all mixed in. What
are some of the challenges you face as a designer
and how are you able to stay competitive and still
maintain your authenticity as a brand?

Honestly, here, none of this is a problem. I live in

a country with 4 million people, so there isn’t a

major fashion industry. Fashion, in the sense of
industrialization and commercialization have never
been one of our countries major interests. Since |
started my line, | have been in complete control of the
production of every dress and its uniqueness. It may
interest you to know that | have never made the same
evening dress twice. | spend 12 hours a day in the
atelier, until | am satisfied with my applications. | never
seem to tire out when | am focused and working. | am
known for this. My authenticity is un-compromised,
that is why my clients love my work.

Based on your experience thus far, what advice
would you give to other fashion designers getting
into the industry?

| would say, take your time and do things right. It takes
dedication every single day to do your work, and you
must continuously be learning. It is vital to outline your
plan and goals with your abilities. The fashion world

is both divine and cruel. If you are not in love, and if
doing this work doesn’t bring you great excitement,
look into something else.

What kind of woman will want to wear Matija
Vuica?

The one who can recognize the character of the
dress, because the garments have character. My
dresses are for a woman that wants to be seen above
all else, because the admiration of a woman is the
most important and also one who can recognize
power and positive energy.

Besides wearing your own brand, what other
designers and styles appeals to your personality
the most?

| wear mostly my designs to events, but | do wear
different designers too. | cannot say that | favor

one line. | don’t purchase because of the designer,

| purchase what | like. | do like Australian designer,
Ellery. | enjoy British fashion house, Marquis Aimeida
by Portugueses designers Marta Marques and Paolo
Almeida, and Swiss fashion house, Vetement. But,

if you really want to know the truth, | am an absolute
freak for shoes! | have a massive collection and | still
cannot get enough. | go by the well known saying “A
woman can carry a bag, but it is the shoe that carries
the woman.”

I love to mix colors and styles. | wear what | feel good
in, but you will never see me without high heels on my
feet.

One of your most recent accomplishments
includes having several of your dresses on the
Oscars red carpet this year. How thrilling was that
for you to witness?

| had been given a call by lvan Bitton Style House, he
represents my line in Los Angeles. He informed me
that my gowns had been chosen by three different
stars to be worn for the event. Of course, | was
overjoyed! | called my friend and PR agent, Zvona
Vukovié to come over to my house to watch the
Oscars with me. | made some crepes and we got
ready for the show. It is an absolute honor no matter
where you are from in this world, to have one of

your dresses worn there. But, | was honored to have
three beautiful women wearing my dresses to this
prestigious event. | am the first Croatian designer to
ever be worn at The Oscars. The stars were truly on
my side and | am grateful for my reps, Zvona and Ivan
who look after me and my line.

This interview is also the result of them and their
wonderful energies that merged together. Working
with REGARD Magazine and shooting with Dimitry
Loiseau in Zagreb, was a wonderful day | will never
forget. Thank you for that.

We can’t wait to see more from you. What new
projects do you have coming up in the near
future?

It is wedding season, so | am currently busy with

my wedding dresses. But, at the same time, | am
expanding my new collection. | am currently looking
for a new location for my fashion show. The last few
years | have held it at the magnificent Trakoscan
Castle, but it is hard to out do that one. Croatia is
beautiful, so | know there will not be any problems
finding a new location. And | definitely have plans to
come and visit Los Angeles!

Instagram: @MatijaVuica
Facebook: Matija Vuica
Website: MatijaVuica.com
























When did you know that you wanted to be a
designer and how did you initially get your start?

| always knew that fashion design was going to be my
life. | had my first collection at the age of nine. It was a
jeans collection for kids. | tried to offer the collection to
my father’s business partner, who was producing very
boring clothes at the time. But, they didn’t take me
seriously and thought | was just a nine year old kid. It
was then that | realized | was going to do this on my
own.

Croatia is a country with a rich history in the arts.
What were some motivating factors in your life
that influenced your decisions to creating the
designs you now have?

| personally like all the things that have some deeper
message. A background that could talk about higher
values. So the most important thing to me, is to

create items which are more than a beautiful dress or
statement coat. My clothes convey their own story and
people should feel it when they wear it. Being different
is the one and only motivation that | have in my work
and having a beautiful homeland like Croatia provides
never ending inspiration too.

One thing of note with your brand is that you are
environmentally responsible by using organic and
recycled materials for your garments. Why was
this decision important to you?

Krie Design’s core belief is that fashion can be at

the same time ethical and affordable and that is
something we always promote. As materials play the
key role in our brand sustainability, we buy left over
fabric that would otherwise go to waste. This principle
of production requires more innovations, higher
creativity and working more hours for dressmaking,
but we are proud of it .

You have such an eclectic array of options in your
collections. What kind of woman would want to
wear Krie Design?

Krie Design clothes is made for individuals with
styling preferences, something people all around the
world want to gain. There are no age limits — equally
desirable by teenagers, business women and ladies
that age with style. The only thing that our consumer
has in common is a strong personality. We don’t want
to promote a specific ideal for only one type of woman
or age, but rather show a variety of styles.

The brand itself is manufactured in Croatia, which
provides stability for the employees that work for
you. What are some the challenges you face as an
entrepreneur in the business of fashion?

When | started designing, the challenge was to be
creative, different and unigue. Another factor that can
make the business challenging is having to be the
creative person and making decisions that are often
not so creative. As a designer, you are dealing with

a lot of work behind your work and creativity. The
hardest thing for me is to make some compromises
between what the market is looking for and the art of
designing clothes. But the art in me is always pushing
forward as you can see in my statement pieces.

Based on your experience thus far, what advice
would you give to other fashion designers getting
into the industry?

I think that sustainability in fashion is the future.
We already can see that human awareness is
changing and that the fashion industry that is such
a big polluter, must in time be limited to further
environmental degradation. In history we could
witness what happened to the tobacco industry and
what kind of restriction it has today. So, along with
a good business plan and product, sustainability in
fashion is a long-term smart business.

Besides wearing your own brand, what other
designers and styles appeals to your personality
the most?

For me, fashion is a universal language. When
something is “in fashion” there are no barriers,
whether ethical, ethnic background, or geographical...
none. That is how fashion connects people. So when
| see some “art piece” from unknown or very well
known fashion designers, | fall in love immediately.
For years, | had a crush with Alber Elbaz’s work.

Thank you for sharing with us a little bit of life
behind Krie Design. What new projects do you
have coming up in the near future?

Our goal is to create fashion with a message. We
want to be the fashion messengers of the new age
that comes for humanity. We want to make clothes
that have a sustainable background story and high-
end fashion garments, all at once.

Twitter: @KrieDesign
Instagram: @KrieDesign
Facebook: Krie Design
Website: KrieDesign.hr
























You have a background in costume designing
and now, you’re designing sophisticated street
style for men and women. When were you first
interested in fashion and how did you get your
start in the business?

Street style indeed........ which | consider to be a very
practical and functional everyday necessity and |
enjoy playing with it. | learned that quite early as

an intern, working for a Croatian street style textile
company, just by observing all the steps of the
process and in particular the demand.

Of course, I've had a passion for fashion ever since |
can remember. Naturally, | love the history of fashion
and I’'m enjoying playing with it combining, mixing and
matching with modern times, textiles, textures and
fabrics. | am definitely fascinated by the width of it. It’s
endless. That has also brought me to costume design
throughout the media sector. | am so lucky to often
work on projects where | get to be REALLY creative!

Which designers have influenced the sense of
style that you’ve incorporated into your own
brand?

There are so many brilliant designers out there, it's
hard to point out the best. Aesthetically, | am drawn to
Prada, Diesel, Fendi and Alexander McQueen. Those
are just some of the names that stand out.

When walking down the streets of Zagreb, Croatia,
it is easy to see how your designs fit well into the
scenery. What kind of man and woman would want
to style themselves in a JET LAG piece?

| appreciate that question, thank you. JET LAG men
and women love to travel. My brand is inspired by
traveling, cosmopolitan cities, architecture, history
and culture. Some of the collections in the past

were reminiscent of New York, Sydney, Amsterdam,
London, Paris and California. Men and women who
love traveling embrace JET LAG as a comfortable and
functional garment. These men and women live fast
urban lives, they also love to look good and stand out,
but again are casual with a twist. It’s all in the details
which are often unique, but wearable.

What are some of your challenges that you’'ve
faced as an entrepreneur and a fashion designer
in this business?

The most important thing to me is that I'm giving
100% of my effort. Managing and making sure of the
smallest details of my work and that | accomplish all
tasks needed is endless, whether it be a collection or
costume design. But, most importantly, to enjoy the
journey and the process. And, of course, never stop
learning!

Recently, you’ve had several celebrities in the U.S.
wear your pieces. How has this helped change
your visibility in Croatia?

To be honest, | am very proud. | am so lucky to be
recognized by the U.S market and I'm very thankful as
this is a new chapter for JET LAG! I'm so excited and
very much looking forward to this collaboration and
waiting with anticipation for new ventures that this will
bring. It has been fun!

We look forward to seeing more from you. What
do you have coming up next in the near future for
JET LAG Studio?

‘Going back to the roots,” meaning what I’'m working
on is greatly inspired by the charming coastal town of
Sibenik. It’s ethnicity and architecture is JET LAG’s
favorite game. History meets modern.

Instagram: @JETLAG_studio
Web: www.JetlagStudioDesign.com
Facebook: Jet Lag






























When did you know that you wanted to be an actor
and how did you get started as a performer?

| became interested in acting while in high school,
after landing a role in the drama group. It was that
very first experience and the mixture of art and
research really interested me and | wanted to broaden
my knowledge and experience. Therefore, the next
step was a very easy and logical one — | enrolled into
the Academy of Dramatic Art in Zagreb.

Za glumu sam se poceo zanimati u srednjoj
skoli,nakon prve odigrane predstave u dramskoj
grupi. Ta umjetnost i istrazivanje su mi se jako svidjel
i logican slijed bio je upis na Akademiju dramske
umjetnosti u Zagrebu.

Which actors’ body of work impressed you and
had an impact on your own career?

| admire all artists who are dedicated to their craft
and are uncompromising in their drive to work on
their skills and success. | look up to people who have
the ability to tell a story in a poignant, piercing, and
provocative way that will make us think and act upon
it. All the people that try hard to make this world a
better place are the people who inspire me.

Divim se svim umjetnicima koji beskompromisno rade
svoj posao. Divim se ljudima koji u bilo kojem mediju
znaju ispricat pricu koja me dirne, prodrma, natjera da
mislim i djelujem! Jednostavno divim se ljudima koji
ovaj svijet cine barem malo lijepsim mjestom.

Which type of characters are you drawn to and
which ones are you excited to play on screen?

I've always been drawn by so called real-life
characters who cope with bouts of fear, the ones who
choose passion over integrity and vice versa, the
characters that fight downfalls and depression, etc.
Flesh and blood characters strike me the most and
they are the ones that I'm excited to play on screen.

Volim igrat zive ljude sa svim njihovim strastima,
strahovima,usponima i padovima. Likove od krvi,
mesa i emocije.

You were recently in the film, The Eighth
Commissioner, which was submitted to the
Oscars foreign film category. How were you first
introduced to the film and what was your reason
for wanting to be a part of it?

| read the novel “Eighth Commissioner”by Renato
Baretic in my 20’s and the story blew me away
because it stood out from a typical Croatian novel
back in the day. Luckily for me, it was 13 years from
development to production of the film, and | was

fortunate to get a chance to be part of telling the story.

Roman Osmi povjerenik citao sam jos na Akademiji
dramske umjetnosti, prica mi se odmah svidjela.

Na zalost tj. na moju srecu od objavljivanja romana
do ekranizacije proslo je 13godina. Nakon sto sam
procitao ponudeni mi scenarij znao sam da moram i
zelim biti dio te predivne price.

For those who haven’t seen the film yet, what can
you tell us about your character, Sinisa Mesjak,
and what you enjoyed about playing him on
screen?

Sinisa Mesjak, a corrupted politician, has to pay his
dues to the leading political party for his indiscretions
and is given a special assignment on a beautiful
imaginary island on the Croatian Adriatic coast.
What seemed to be an unattainable assignment and
punishment, turns into a life changing experience for
him. There, he learns how to be a good and loving
man. | enjoyed every second of acting in this film.

Sinisa Mesjak je naizgled jedan korumpirani politicat
koji se po kazni pojavi na jednom predivhom
imaginarnom Jadranskom otoku gdje ponovno nauci
biti covjek u najdivnijem smislu te rijeci. Uzivao sam u
svakoj sekundi rada na ovom filmu.

When it comes to fashion, which designers and
styles appeal to you most?

I’'m not a fashion fiend. | like to dress comfortable
and smart casual. For formal events and receptions, |
prefer to wear classic and well-fitted suits.

Volim da su stvari koje nosim prvenstveno ugodne,
nosive i da odgovaraju prigodi za koju se odjevam.
Klasika je po meni uvijek najbolji izbor.

We look forward to seeing more of your work.
What projects do you have coming up in the near
future?

| just wrapped up working on “These Land” with a
young and talented film director Michael Alloyan. In
July and August, | will be playing Hamlet at Dubrovnik
Summer Festival. The play is set in one of the most
beautiful locations of my hometown in Dubrovnik; the
fortress of Lovrijenac. I’'m very much looking forward
to the Summer Festival and inviting you all to come
visit us in Croatia.

Trenutno zavrsavam snimanje filma These Land s
redateljem Michaelom Alloyanom a ovog cu ljeta

na Dubrovackim ljetnim igrama odigrati Hamleta na
jednoj od najljepsih dubrovackih tvrdava Lovrijencu.
Veseli me taj izazov i pozivam vas na jednu od izvedbi
u najliepsi grad na svijetu Dubrovnik :))






When did you know that you wanted to be an actor
and how did you get started as a performer?

| don’t think | ever knew that | wanted to be an actor.
It just happened somehow. | was not a good student,
when | look back in the past, especially in elementary
school. So, as a way to punish me, my teacher

sent me to be part of the poetry group. | wanted to
make fun of everyone during the performance and |
thought that people were going to laugh, but they did
not. Instead, they where moved and everyone said
that | have to go into theater. There was an audition
for an ensemble. | developed the courage, applied for
the role, passed an entrance exam, And now, here |
am. It’s as simple as that.

Which actors body of work impressed you and
had an impact on your own career?

There are a lot of actors whose work has impacted
me. Actors like Gene Wilder, Gene Hackman, Robert
De Niro, lvo Gregurevic, Mustafa Nadarevic, Peter
O’toole, Pavle Vujsic, and a lot more.

Which type of characters are you drawn to and
which ones are you excited to play on screen?

Usually, | prefer unusual characters where their
personality is not based on social nhorms. | always love
characters that are different. They are full of emotions
and they have a bit mystery and in the same way a
sense of humor, which is the basis of every human
situation. If you haven’t figure out by now, | love
humor. Haha!

You were recently in the film, The Eighth
Commissioner, which was submitted to the
Oscars foreign film category. How were you first
introduced to the film and what was your reason
for wanting to be a part of it?

My story with that movie is a bit strange. | knew the
film was going to be shot, but | had never thought |
was going to be part of it. So, | was very surprised
when | received a call from the director. | am really
happy and honored that | had the chance and
privilege to do that amazing project with all those
great friends and colleagues, but especially, great
professionals.

For those that haven’t seen the film yet, what
can you tell us about your character, Tonino
Smeraldic, and what you enjoyed about playing
him on screen?

Tonino is young man from island of Trecic. Generally,
he’s a tragicomic figure. He is kind, polite, very fragile
and at the same time, funny.

The thing that | love the most about him is that he has
a unigque personality and he always sees the positive
side in others. Although he may be naive, at the same
time, he’s a very strong person, especially when you
consider his relationship with his father and when he
falls in love.

When it comes to fashion, which designers and
styles appeal to you most?

| don’t know much about fashion. | prefer to wear
things that I like. I'm completely lost when it comes to
brand names.

We look forward to seeing more of your work.
What projects do you have coming up in the near
future?

For now, | have few offers to film a few movies

and I’'m looking forward to doing that. But, I'm also
preparing myself to work on a film as a director. It is
going to be my debut in that role. | am very excited
and can’t wait to finish the end of the script and finally
start shooting. Besides that, my standard routine is

in the Kerempuh Theater, where | perform shows
regularly throughout the year.

Instagram:@PericBorko
Facebook: Borko Peric





















Were there any specific individuals or
circumstances that influenced your decisions as
an artist and made a positive impact on your life
and career?

After graduating from the Academy of Fine Arts | was
employed in the award-winning Museum in the city of
Vukovar as the curator of art collections. Of course,
this has opened up new views of art, and in that way, |
learned to think and critically accentuate my work and
art. It has given me a different approach to my work
with a professional presentation that has proved to be
successful and you opened the door to the world. My
wife, lvana has been a huge supporter of me and my
work. lvana was the one who really pointed out that
the art world was the place where | belonged. Since
then, | have dedicated my life to art, and it was the
best decision | have ever made.

Generally speaking, when we see the work of
artist, we see the end result. Take us through your
process of creating one of your pieces.

No matter how simple it may seem, actually, in this
process of painting | have to constantly be vigilant and
think about every next move. The images require a lot
of reflection on the image itself so that each picture is
painted in thoughts before it is painted on the canvas.
| find the desire to create interesting work, there are
no limits. Art, for me, is an inexhaustible topic that day
by day positively excites me. | can simply surrender
and exclude the world around me and | become the
happiest man in the world.

What are some the obstacles you encounter in
your field and how are you able to meet these
challenges?

At the moment, | have a bigger challenge when |
work full time in the museum to find enough time for
painting. That’s exactly why I’'m doing this at night and
weekends. Sometimes my biggest challenge is to find
the ideal balance between daily commitments and
free time. As a young author, it is a great challenge, as
well as doing all the marketing and promotional work
related to my painting, | am arranging exhibitions,
selling artwork, intriguing and other promotional
activities. Sometimes everything can be exhausting,
but with a good organization and understanding of the
near thing nothing is irresistible.

As you look back on your many accomplishments,
which ones have been some of your fondest
memories personally and professionally?

My MFA and PHD are achievements that | am quite
proud of. Currently, what fills me is the fact that my art
work is recognized both in Croatia and Internationally.
Every new exhibition fills me personally and

professionally. | anxiously await each show with the
same excitement, as if | were my first one. Of course,
it is an achievement for a Croatian artist is to be in

a magazine such as REGARD. It has been a great
experience to participate in the entire process related
to this interview.

Croatians are known to be full of life. What
aspects of life provides you with inspiration to
create the art you display?

The space that surrounds me, defines me ultimately.
In Croatia, people are very attached to their home.
For me personally, the home is something that
speaks, so it is also seems logical for me to paint
what surrounds me.

Everyday decorative and wearable objects pose for
my deconstruction of my home space and at the
same time create my visual universe. Every corner

of my artwork is personal and carries a label that

tells stories of my memories and my passion. | find
inspiration in innocuous figurines and even my dog’s
toys, they have captured my mind and creativity. |
capture them on the canvas as the artifacts of a single
being. Upon entering my home you will notice plenty
of colorful details.....those same details.

Of course, art is subjective. However, what advice
would you give other aspiring artists getting into
the business?

I am confident that work and effort are always
recoghized and that young artists should never give
up their dreams. The ambitions that carry you and
your dreams of great success can often remain
unfulfilled, but your hard work will later become
recoghized and become your reality. Education is
everything, that needs to be taken seriously. One
cannot pretend to be “someone” and pretending to do
so will not make one a better artist.

Thank you for sharing your background and
business with us. What do you have coming up in
the near future?

Thank you for showing your interest in my work. The
next few months will be turbulent, while | wait to open
6 exhibitions (5 independent and 1 international) and,
of course, | will continue to create new work. May 1,
2019 | have a show in Osijek at Crna Svinja. May 30
in Poreé at Mala Galerija. June 7 Cakovec, Muzej
Medimurja. September 16 Graz.

Instagram: @ZSimunovic6
Facebook: Zoran Simunovié
Web: ZoranSimunovic.com












What can you tell us about your background and
how you got involved with the board of tourism in
Croatia?

| started my career in diplomacy, but after a certain
period of time | realized that | had a desire to work

in the private sector, namely in the hotel industry,
where my educational background lies. | worked as
an assistant to the Director of Marketing and Sales for
Hotel Novi, later moving on to be a Board member of
the same company. | continued my career in Opatija,
where | was President of the Board of one of the
largest hotel firms in Croatia, Liburnia Riviera Hotels.
My love of tourism started while as a small child. |
greeted the guests staying at my grandmother’s,
helping to make and serve the guests breakfast. |
worked my way through various tourism jobs including
night doorman, dishwasher, receptionist, and finally
working my way up to Director of the hotel, then
President of the Board of Directors and now Director
of the Croatian National Tourist Board (CNTB).

Besides getting people to travel to Croatia, what
are some of your major responsibilities and
initiatives working on the board?

Along with strong ethics, morals and professionalism,
| find it extremely important to have a really good
work atmosphere amongst employees, at all levels
within the CNTB. Their satisfaction and work dynamic
directly affects the success of the organization. This
is why communication is key and only by way of joint
effort can we succeed in creating a comfortable,
positive and motivated work environment.

Croatia has been known mostly by Europeans.
What would you hope to convey to the rest of the
world about your beautiful country?

Croatia has long been primarily focused on its
European guests and this is still where the largest
number of our tourists come from. However, we are
also now strongly focused on long-haul markets,
especially the USA and Canada, China, South Korea,
Japan and Australia. These markets are particularly
of interest when it comes to pre and post-season, as
their primary motivation to visit isn’t necessarily the
sun and sea, but rather fine cuisine and wine, our
cultural offering, active tourism, as well as our pristine
and untouched nature. It is these markets where we
are seeing year-on-year double-digit growth over the
last few years. For example, the USA market had

a 20% growth, similar to that of Canada, while the
Chinese market showed a 40% growth in comparison
to last year. This is why we have opted to increase
our marketing activities to better position ourselves

in these particular markets, while also opening new
offices in Shanghai, Seoul and Los Angeles.

You and your staff were a big part of promoting
the film, The Eighth Commissioner. And, although
it wasn’t nominated for the Academy Award, what
did you enjoy about the process and having the
film show in Hollywood?

The great turnout and the overflowing legendary
Egyptian Theatre on Hollywood Boulevard is proof
positive of the high quality of Croatian films and the
Croatian film industry and professionals/creatives,
while also affirming the great interest for Croatia as

a hit tourist destination on the U.S. market. We are
aware that many tourists come to visit specifically
because of the interesting filming locations that they
have seen in movies and television and as such have
become tourism beacons. We are quite sure that
Croatia will continue to be of interest as the backdrop
for Hollywood productions. We are proud that together
with the Croatian Audiovisual Center, that we were
able to organize such a pre-Oscar event, whereby
we promoted both Croatia’s film industry, but also

its cuisine and Croatia as a tourist destination as a
whole. It was an evening to remember, a merging of
film, friendship, good food, excellent wine and music.

Since you had an opportunity to come to
Hollywood, what were some of the things
you enjoyed being in the land of movies and
television?

| thoroughly enjoyed the abundance of various
cultures that one is able to find in a city such as Los
Angeles. | also greatly enjoyed the mild weather,
given that at that time of year it was snowing in
Croatia. | was impressed by the rich and diverse
offering of various cuisines, excellent films, but also
the opportunity to meet with numerous successful
business people of Croatian origin. | was also
convinced of the great promotional effect these events
provide and | am sure we will organize something
similar in the near future in Los Angeles, where we will
be opening an office in the near future.

Thank you for sharing your perspective on
tourism. What are some new ventures and
initiatives you have planned for the board of
tourism in Croatia?

In the near term, | see the CNTB transforming into a
national promotional/marketing agency for tourism,
where within its remit, we nurture, create and execute
all activities tied to increasing the nation’s tourism
brand. At the same time, | continue to rely heavily on
our close cooperation with the entire tourism industry,
as well as other stakeholders that are either directly
or indirectly tied to the industry, because high-quality
tourism relies on the synergy between all who work on
creating the tourist offering, as well as promoting it.






